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Respect, Responsibility, Integrity 

Dates to Remember   
September 
Mon 17th   Mango Drive Begins (See flyer on pg. 10)  

Fri 21st   End of Term 3 early 2:30pm finish 
 

October 
Mon 8th    Term 4 begins 8:50am 
Mon 8th   Yr 6 Taming of the Butterflies 
Tue 9th  Year 2 Day Camp 
Mon 15th   Yr 6 Taming of the Butterflies 
18th – 25th   Bookfair 
Mon 22nd   Yr 6 Taming of the Butterflies 
Thu 25th  Prep 2019 Transition 9:30am – 10:30am 
Sat 27th  Patch Fest ‘It takes a Village’ 
Mon 29th   Yr 6 Taming of the Butterflies 
Mon 29th   Prep Swimming Begins 
Mon 29th  School Council 
 

November 
Thu 1st  Prep Swimming Finishes 

Fri 2nd   Curriculum Day – No Students 

Mon 5th   Planning Day for Staff 
Tue 6th  Public Holiday – Melbourne Cup 
Wed 7th – 16th  Yr 4 Swimming 
 

 

 

Patch fest 

countdown 

43 Days to 

go! 
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From the Principal…  

Thought for the week: ‘Children will listen to you after they feel listened to’ – Jane Nelson. 
 
Both Michelle and I will be on long service leave next week and Jennie Simpson will be sitting 
capably in the chair 
 
PARENT ISSUES: 
I would like to reiterate once again, the importance of raising issues amongst children to the school 
so we can deal with them. On occasions, parents have liked to ‘take matters into their own hands’ 
and speak with other parents, or other children, about things that happen at school. Please note 
we do not recommend parents question/talk with/reprimand students, other than their own or 
without specific permission (from the other parent) to do so. If parents require information regarding 
an incident at school they should, in the first instance, speak with the relevant teacher and then, if 
needed, with the school leadership. It is much easier for us to investigate incidents and contact the 
people concerned. It is also less of an emotional encounter. Parents speaking to other parents or 
other children often inflames the situation. 
 
Effective Communication Channels  

 Student query/issue= Contact the classroom teacher  

 School wide query/issue = Contact Deb or Michelle 

 Financial - Administration query /issue = Contact Karen or Maddy 
 
 
MAKING YOUR CHILD'S ONLINE EXPERIENCE SAFE  
There has been lots of information in regards to online gaming, bullying and cyber safety lately, 
below is information that may be of assistance to your family. I have also attached an article from 
eSmart on FORTNITE. 
 
There are many types of social media and the examples are just a few of the many: 

 Messaging ( kik, snapchat, whats app (linked to facebook), viber, sms, ask fm,  

 Social networking : Instagram, musically, facebook, youtube, tumblr, twitter, live.ly,  

 Games and gaming world: clash of clans, minecraft, fortnite, league of legends,  

 Secret/hidden and dating apps: tinder, ky-calc, bumble 
 

In setting up to make a safer environment for our children at home: 
1. Create an acceptable use agreement for your families to facilitate conversation. Ensure that all children are 

involved in the process. 
2. Set up safe search and security controls with a platform such as Family Zone www.famlyzone.com/au/ 
3. Agree on where computers, laptops and mobile devices can be used in the home ( such as in bedrooms, 

lounge rooms etc) 
4. Lights out = wifi off 

5. Agree on screentime use; decide on screen free times during the day and night. Have regular family 

activities that don’t involve devices 
6. Get involved, show an interest in what your child is doing online 
7. Talk to your child’s teacher and/or school 
8. If you child reports an issue to you, don’t threated to take away their device, this may lead to them becoming 

more secretive 
9. Learn how the various social network/game services work. Use websites such as the “Games, Apps and 

Social Networking” from the safety office 
10. If cyber bullied, 1. Don’t retaliate, 2. Collect evidence 3. Report 4. Change privacy settings 5. Block and 6. 

Tell a trusted adult. 

 
I’ve mentioned in previous newsletters that a good resource is a website called common sense 
media which rates the apps that children can access…….. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews# 
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Continued… 
What is available to our students can be quiet scary and we need to be informed about what is 
actually out there, I feel a key rule is where the devices are and at what times children are on 
them.  
 
Many of the sites require the children to be 13 and many parents give access to these sites 
earlier than recommended. Most of the issues we deal with are from sites that the children should 
not be on, the parents aren’t aware of the times, many around midnight/1am and on sites the 
parents were not aware their children is on. 
 
SOCIAL SKILLS FOR CHILDREN 
School brings different types of learning, including social interactions and how to make friends. 
Parents can lay the foundations at home by teaching their kids these seven important social skills. 
 
Children who are able to form friendships when they start school are happier at school and also 
learn better. More significantly, positive friendships have long-term implications for social and 
indirectly academic success.  
 
Friendships skills are generally developmental, but they don’t develop in isolation. Children acquire 
these skills when they play with their siblings and interact with children and adults outside their 
family.  Today’s children grow up with fewer siblings, fewer opportunities for unstructured play and 
less freedom to explore friendships than children of even ten years ago. 
 
Parents can help kids develop important social competencies by teaching them sociable behaviors 
at home, providing opportunities for kids to play with each other in a variety of situations.  
 
Parents can also model behaviours in how you interact with others, both in person but also 
increasingly online on sites such as Facebook. What the kids see is what they may adopt so always 
remember, little eyes and ears may be watching! 
 
Here are seven important social skills to help children to develop: 
  
1. Ask for what you want 
Help children ask for what they want. It means they don’t throw tantrums, whinge, and sulk or 
expect parents to guess what’s on their minds. While we need to be patient with toddlers, we need 
also to give older children the chance and opportunity to ask for what they want. Sometimes we 
need to ignore shrugs and grunts and expect them to articulate their wishes. This is the basis of 
civil behaviour, as well as a basic human skill. 
  
2. Good manners 
Teach kids good manners, in particular the three ‘power words’. These words are very persuasive 
because they have a way of breaking down barriers and people’s defences. These three words 
are: your name; please; thanks. These terms are the basis of good manners and when used, will 
increase the likelihood of getting what you want. 
 

3. Sharing 
Sharing is a basic social skill. Developmentally, very young children like to keep their possessions 
themselves. As they get older and move into Pre School and beyond the notion of sharing becomes 
a pre-requisite for playing with and forming relationships with others.  Other children like to play 
and be with those who share their time, possessions and space with them. Sharing is the start of 
empathy as it shows sensitivity to other people’s feelings.  
 

 



 
  
Continued… 
4. Holding a conversation 
Holding conversations with others is a lifetime friendship skill. Conversations require self-
disclosure, which can be challenging for some children. Good conversationalists give of 
themselves, but also take an interest in the person they are talking to. Many children forget that 
good conversations are two-way events, and tend to focus solely on themselves.  
 Children within conversations need to learn to ask good or interesting questions; to take turns 
when speaking and to show you are listening by making eye contact and not interrupting. 
  
 
5. Winning and losing well 
Kids need to learn to win without rubbing others noses in it, and lose gracefully without throwing 
tantrums and making excuses. Wanting to win is natural, but they need to do so in a way that 
they maintain a relationship with other players so they will play again. Losing may make kids 
feel bad, but kids need to control their negative feelings so that others will play with them again. 
  
6. Approaching and joining a group 
The ability to approach strangers in social situations is valuable skill that opens up many doors, 
both friendship–wise and business-wise. These skills can be learned and practised during 
childhood, so that it becomes second nature in adulthood. 
       
7. Handling fights and disagreements 
Disagreements happen in families and among friends. The key is to make sure disagreements 
don’t lead to the breakdown of friendships. It’s important to get across to kids that having an 
argument or disagreement doesn’t mean that a friendship is over. Strong friendships, like strong 
family relationships, withstand disagreements. In fact, they only serve to strengthen friendships. 
  
The results of a number of studies indicate that children can be taught friendships skills. The 
strategies are simple and revolve around teaching children a range of friendly behaviours such 
as: talking with others while playing, showing an interest in others, smiling, offering help and 
encouragement when needed, a willingness to share and learning how to enter a game or social 
situation. 
  
As parents we often focus on the development of children’s academic skills and quite easily 
neglect the development of important social skills, which contribute so much to children’s 
happiness and wellbeing. 
 
Have a great weekend and holiday break, see you next term. 
 
Debra 
Principal 

Herrmann.debra.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Our Upcoming Festival 
 

Our whole school fundraiser is getting closer and excitement is beginning to build up. Preparations are 
well underway to ensure the day (and evening) is a resounding success and is the beginning of a 
wonderful biennial school tradition. 
 
 

 
Performers: 
There will be three musical stages operating throughout the event and all students are scheduled to 
perform a musical piece on the “Garden Stage” during the day: 

 Preps at 2pm 

 Year 1 at 2.15pm 

 Junior Ukelele players at 2.30pm 

 Year 2 at 2.45pm 

 Year 3/4 at 3pm 

 Year 5 at 4pm 

 Year 6 at 4.30pm 

 Possible performance from choir workshop at 5pm 

 Year 3-6 Showcase at 6pm (solo performers – ukulele, piano, singing, junior and senior choir, etc) 

 
The “Main Stage” will be situated on the school oval towards the back boundary. Bands performing on 
this stage include Banbury Cross, Spiritus, Pen Swales, The Bean Project, The Skylarks, and Lost 
Canoe.  
There will also be a stage on the basketball courts at the eastern (5/6 classroom) corner and 
performers scheduled to play here include Sadie Mustoe, Blackwood Trio, Kalulu, Eddie Cole, Jam 
Tarts Trio, and the Mater Christi Rock Band. 
Programs will be for sale on the day for $2 to ensure you don’t miss your favourite acts and all stages 
have managers to ensure the performances run seamlessly. 

 

Food: 
All food sold at the festival will be prepared, cooked and sold by volunteer parents and will provide 
much of the fundraising profits for our school. Food will be available on the basketball courts from 2 – 
8pm and there will be ample seating to enjoy your purchases. Stalls include: 

 Pulled pork, crackling and coleslaw sliders 

 Soft shell tacos 

 Vegan hot dogs 

 Cheese toasties and chicken nuggets 

 Sausages in bread, hamburgers 

 Cake stall (donated cakes and slices from parents; sold by year 5/6 students) – until sold out 

 Devonshire Tea – this will be served in our Library Café from 2-5pm 

 Wood-Fired Pizza will also be for sale at the pizza oven 

There will also be a Beer and Wine Tent and a beautiful Chai Tent on the oval as well as the famous 
“Oscar’s Coffee Cart” to lend a vintage look to the festival. 
 
Customers will have the option of paying for items by eftpos or with cash. 

 



  
Market Stalls and Class Activities: 
There will be a variety of market stalls selling a range of products including homemade, upcycled, and 
handcrafted items on the oval. There will also be stalls run by each class/year level including: 

 Preps: Mini Terrariums and Photo Booth (activities, gold coin) 

 Year 1: Felt craft (items for sale made by year 1) 

 Year 2: Painted rocks (activity, gold coin) 

 Year 3/4: Wurundjeri Trail Tours; Sponge Pool (throw a wet sponge at your favourite teacher!); Opportunity shop; 

Homemade musical instruments (activities; gold coin) 

 Year 5/6: Cake Stall (fixed prices); Sandwich Wraps (proceeds to Year 6 Graduation); Class Activity Stalls (TBC) 

 

Workshops: 
We are pleased to be able to offer a range of workshops during the festival and these will cost $5 to 
participate. Why don’t you consider learning how to play the ukulele, join the festival choir, participate 
in a drama workshop (kids and adults sessions), or be creative in an art activity with practicing artists. 
There will be a full list of workshops and times available next term and you will be able to sign up in 
advance to secure your place. 

 

Volunteer Helpers: 
Our Festival Committee have been working tirelessly to organise and prepare for this event and we are 
now ready to create teams of volunteers to help throughout the day. It is hoped that families will be 
able to donate an hour at some stage through the day/evening to help sell, cook, or prepare food or 
drinks, or to supervise parking, first aid, put up marquees or decorations, or count money. Please 
consider helping if you are approached by a member of the committee.  
A spreadsheet of volunteers and tasks will be placed on display next term and any gaps will be 
identified. 

 

What we need: 
As this is our major school fundraiser with funds going towards literacy resources, corrective reading 
programs and other school equipment, we wish to maximise our profits as much as possible.  
We are looking for donations of: 

 Ingredients for our food stalls (a full list will be available next term) 

 Scones for our library café (recipe provided) 

 Jam and cream for our scones 

 Beer and wine for our wine tent 

 Marquees for stalls (would love to borrow as many as possible) 

 Market Umbrellas 

 Outdoor lighting (festoon/string lights and LED or solar lights) 

 Bunting and decorations  

 Items for our silent auction 

 
Please speak to any member of our festival committee if you can help in any way or email the school 
directly. Festival committee: Becks Wapshott, Sarah Tebbutt, Jess Dunn, Jennie Simpson, Snowy, CJ, 
Eliza Phillips, Michelle Rayner, and Dannielle DeValence 
 
We are looking forward to a great festival, made better by a huge input from our school community. 
Thank you in advance from the Festival Committee, every little bit helps! 

 



Snapshots from the week by our wonderful   

Year 6 photographers 

 

 



 



 

 



  



 
 

  



 
 
 
 
  

Terracycle Reminder! 
 
We are still collecting oral care and beauty products for Terracycle. TerraCycle is a company 
“Eliminating the Idea of Waste®” by recycling the non-recyclable in order to divert millions of items of 
waste from landfills and incinerators each month. As well as helping reduce landfill, we as a school 
receive 0.02c per item collected, so the more items collected the better. So tell your friends, family 
and neighbours!  
 
At the entrance to the main building/office of the school there are two large tubs for collection. We 
accept the following items: 

Colgate Oral care recycling program acceptable items: All toothpaste tubes and caps, toothbrushes, 
toothbrush and toothpaste tube outer packaging, floss containers. Please note: Electronic 
toothbrushes and electronic toothbrush parts are not recyclable through this program. 

Beauty products recycling program acceptable items: Cosmetics packaging (e.g. used lipstick and lip 
gloss, mascara, eye shadow, bronzer, foundation, eyeliner, eye shadow, lip liner, and concealer 
packaging), Hair care packaging (e.g. used shampoo and conditioner bottles and caps, hair gel tubes 
and caps, hair spray and hair treatment packaging), Skin care packaging (e.g. lip balm, face 
moisturiser, face and body wash soap dispensers and tubes, body and hand lotion dispensers and 
tubes and shaving foam packaging). 

Please divert the items from your landfill bin and instead bring them to school and place them in the 
appropriate tub. Thank you! 

 

   



 

 



 
  



  



  
 
 
 Community Notices 

 
 
 

Music Tuition with Chris Walker 
Lessons in piano, guitar and bass guitar during school hours and after.  
Phone 0407 049 012 or email chrisw7@ymail.com 
 
 

Violin & Viola Lessons 
Lessons are available at school on Fridays with experienced strings teacher Michaela Tory. 
For further information call: 0423 434 598 or email: michaelatory@tpg.com.au.  
 
 

Private Ukulele Lessons 
The Patch School students now have the opportunity to take private ukulele lessons. The Patch School 
parent, Jess Dunn, has had 6 years’ experience teaching ukulele to kids and adults and loves teaching 
at The Patch. The cost is $18 for a 20-minute individual lesson or $12 for a 20 minute group lesson 
(subject to suitable pairing). For more information, please call or email. 
0408 102 542 jessdunn.arts@gmail.com 
 

The Importance of Attendance 
Please remember that all students are expected to be in their classroom, ready 

to begin lessons by 8.50am. 

We understand that now and again things don’t go to plan, but all families 

should aim for their children to be at school by this time. 

Parents should also remember that late arrivals or early leavers must be 

signed in or out by their parent or guardian using the system on the iPad at 

the office. The appropriate orange or red tag must also be given to the 

classroom teacher when collecting your child. 

The Department of Education & Training has very specific expectations 

about school attendance and we ask that all parents be mindful of the 

importance of prompt and regular attendance at school. 

Thank you. 

The Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. 
No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School for accuracy of information contained in 
advertisement or claims made by them. 
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