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Respect, Responsibility, Integrity 

Dates to Remember 
    

March 
Mon 13th   No School Labor Day Public Holiday 
13th – 17th   Worrabinda Camp – selected students 
Mon 20th   School Council 
Wed 22nd  Japanese Visit 
Sat 25th   Plastic Bag Free – flash mob filming 
Mon 27th   Yr 6 Reach Rookies  
Mon 27th   Community Morning Coffee 9am 
Tues 28th   Prep responsible pet ownership 

Wed 29th   School Athletics Day 

Wed 29th   Monbulk College open evening  
Fri 31st   Moonlight Cinema (Flyer below) 

Fri 31st   End of term, pick up 2:30pm 

 

April 
Mon 17th   No School – Easter Monday P.H 

Tues 18th  First day of Term 2, 8.50am start 
Mon 24th  No School - Curriculum Day  
Tues 25th   No School - ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
Thurs 27th   Parent Education Session by Jody 
Thurs 27th   District Athletics 

 

Have you 

thought of 

before 

school care? 

If you need to drop 

your children off 

before 8:30am this 

might be an option 

for you! 
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  From the Principal… 
Thought for the week: I have learned from experience that the greater part of our happiness or 

misery depends on our disposition and not on our circumstances. – Martha Washington. 
 

We wish Lesley a wonderful wedding next week and send our congratulations for her special day. 
We have 3 weeks until the term finishes.  Next week will be Planning Week for all staff, and children will 

participate in their specialist lessons.  This day enables staff to prepare, plan and analyse data they have 

been collecting, and develop the students learning focuses for Term 2.   

Preps will continue with Wednesdays off after the long weekend until the end of this term.  We look 

forward to seeing them every day from the start of Term 2.  They have made a terrific start to their 

schooling, and are enjoying the support from their Year 6 buddies to transition into the playground.  As 

parents, we are often concerned for our children.  If you are worried they are not coping with school, please 

contact your child’s teacher for an appointment so we can spend time talking with you. .   
I would also like to remind parents of the code of conduct for parents on the school’s website.  I am in the 

unfortunate position of wondering, do we show respect for each other and care for what happens to our 

staff and children.  I refer to the issue of the way staff are spoken to at pick up by parents who refuse to 

move on to allow others through. Obviously much patience is needed from everyone for the system to 

work.  The system usually does work, but only if people do what they are asked.  We are always happy to 

assist you, and understand your frustrations at times, but we are here to help not hinder and I would ask that 

you treat staff with the respect they deserve.  It is not pleasant to be abused by parents. 
Where does this leave us? 

I understand this is a small minority of parents and I ask that  

 We remain patient and considerate of staff and each other during pick up time 
 The signs around the school are observed.  Where we ask for Staff only parking I ask you to 

observe this, unless there has been permission granted and you have a leave in sign giving 

permission for you to park 
 The loading zone is to be free for couriers and emergency situations 

 

Where can you park? 

 In the top section of the gravel car park - not in the lower section, this is a staff zone only 
 Along the exit side to the school driveway in marked parking bays – not on the grass area to the 

right 
 At the top of the school outside the boundaries 
 At the Patch Hall 

 

Time of pick up 

Staggered    Preps and siblings leave class to be at pick up by 3.20 
Remainder of the school 3.30 

 

Thank you for your understanding. 

I wish you a happy long weekend with your family 

Deb 

 
 

Deb 
herrmann.debra.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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  From the Assistant Principal… 
Thanks for a great working bee 

Our first working bee for the year was a huge success and our school gardens are looking spectacular 

thanks to some wonderful families who came along last Saturday morning. With wonderful weather and 

great optimism, over 80 adults and children enjoyed the opportunity to catch up and chat as they worked 

to clear some of the summer growth, prune branches, clean up paths and pavers, overhaul the pizza 

garden, sand and oil outdoor furniture, repair gates and fencing, remove willow, weed the various garden 

beds, and of course make and cook pizzas. 

With such a positive atmosphere and beautiful surroundings, everyone felt a deep sense of achievement 

and connection and there was much discussion about having another working bee sooner rather than later.  

Here are some images of some of the activities of the morning.  Thank you to those who gave up their time 

to come along and help us keep our school looking beautiful and functioning well. Our next working bee is 

scheduled for Sunday, August 13 although we may have a smaller workshop before then. 

Michelle 

 

 
 



  A visit from Chisholm Institute of TAFE 

 



 
 
 
 
  

We are using our Japanese! 
Through Monbulk College, we have been put in touch with a primary school in Japan.  It is called Sagamigaoka 
Elementary School, in Zama, Kanagawa Prefecture, which is about 25 miles southwest of Tokyo. 
http://schit.net/zama/essagamigaoka/index.php?page_id=0   
Our Grade 6 students had the opportunity to participate in a Skype session with a 6th Grade class from this school.  
These are some reflections from our students: 
“Today in Japanese we sSkyped Sagamigaoka Elementary School class 6-3. How it worked was we said our hellos 
and then took turns doing a presentation.” Cameron. 

“Five groups from each school came up and showed us a game or something about their country.  There was singing, 
bingo, introductions and piano playing…. they showed us their biggest mountain. My favourite was bingo.” Sam. 

“Tameem and I talked with them in Japanese about how we are learning to do our self-introductions. As I talked, I had 
so many nerves, but as I talked, I got all of my nerves out.” Tim. 
 
 “Different people from our grade talked about different things, and people from their school talked as well. Those 
students will be graduating in (March) because the Japanese school year goes from April through to March.” Josh. 
 
“Me and Liam talked about footy.  None of them knew what it was!”   Jonah. 
 
“I was very nervous and tried to talk slowly. They spoke amazing English.  Japanese has kinda become scary because 
I am talking to real Japanese people.  They were a lot more polite than us” Liam. 
 
“Lilium and I asked questions in Australian.  I asked if they liked school and music…. I noticed that they use black 
boards (and) they have their own desks” Pearl. 
 
“Me and my friend got up and spoke about cricket. We showed them a cricket ball and a cricket bat as well. Some 
things that were different was they had the same shoes and they were a lot more respectful than us” Noah W. 
 
“Tameem, Honey and I went and sang a song for them… The differences were that they …. had their own desks to 
themselves…” Charlie, 6A 
 
“I noticed that they did not wear a school uniform…. I thought it was fun and am excited for when we do it again” 
Natasha. 
 
“I can’t wait to meet (their) new grade 6s next month!” Anton. 
 
“The first thing they showed us was how to play rock, paper, scissors, then they showed us how to juggle. That was 
cool. They also showed us bingo, kendama, and they sang for us.  They also did a presentation on Mount Fuji.” Honey. 
 
“I really liked it because we put our 6 years of Japanese learning to good use.  It was great fun!” Isaac. 
 

“I enjoyed it and most other people did as well!” Nick, 6A. 

http://schit.net/zama/essagamigaoka/index.php?page_id=0


  
Japanese Continued…  
 

Tameem, Charlie and Honey 
singing, while students in Japan 
watched. 

Our students presenting to 
the Japanese students 

The Japanese students and 
The Patch students playing 
an international game of 
bingo 

Watching the students of 
Sagamigaoka presenting to 
The Patch primary school 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimmers in the photos: Hamish, Todd, Bryn, Logan, Troy, Tameem, Nathan, Tim, Wes, Amy, Sebastian, 

Nikayla, Eloise, Elise, & Finn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following swimmers: 

- Tim, Hamish, Tameem, Logan (12/13yrs) 1
st
  Freestyle Relay  

- Logan (12/13yrs) 1st in Freestyle and 2
nd

 in Backstroke 

- Finn (9/10yrs) 2
nd

 Backstroke 
 
Freestyle 

- Tim (12/13yrs) 2
nd 

Breaststroke and 3
rd

 in Backstroke 

- Hamish (12/13yrs) 2
nd

 Butterfly and 3
rd

 Breaststroke 

- Tim, Troy, Logan, Finn (Open age) 1
st
 Medley Relay  

- Elise (9/10yrs) 3
rd 

Freestyle,  

- Troy (11yrs) 3
rd 

Breaststroke   

- Finn, Troy, Oliver, Bryn (11yrs) Freestyle Relay (fantastic team effort) 

- Troy (11yrs) Butterfly (Personal Best) 

- Elise (11yrs) Backstroke (Personal Best) 

 
 



  

40Km/h Speed Zone 
A reminder for everyone to please slow down and be extremely observant in and around school 

zones, school parking zones and in particular school crossings. 
The school zones of 40km per hour speed limits are enforced from 8am to 9.30am in the morning and 
2.30pm to 4pm in the afternoon but even outside of those time motorists should slow down and take 

extra care around schools. 

 

Grade 6 Need Your Help! 
 

Dear Parents, Teachers and Students, 
 

In art, Grade 6 students have been designing, building and painting lots of art pieces 

to go around the school. Some people are painting signs while others are making 

sculptures.  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 We are looking for donations of the following materials:  
 Metal rods/poles  

 Sheets of metal 

 Rope 

 Wood planks 

 Exterior paint 

 Onion and orange bags   

 

If you have any of these materials around the house it would be a great if you could 

drop them off at the Grade 6 room or the Art room. It would be much appreciated!    
 

 



 



 
  



  

Preparing for the Risk of Bushfire 
I’m sure you are all very aware of the increased risk of bushfire we face by living in such a beautiful, forested 
environment. Whilst there will always be a risk here, there are many things we can do to make us as safe as 
possible. 
At school, our Emergency Management Plan provides a detailed procedure to deal with fire in our immediate 
area and we also have processes that ensure we are ready to respond on days when the fire danger is 
significant. 
On days of Total Fire Ban, we: 

 Limit the area students can play in the school grounds to enable us to gather them quickly if necessary 

 Prepare the Hall, roll down the metal shutters 

 Ask students to keep shoes on inside in case we need to re-locate 

 Use a ‘book mark’ system when students leave the classroom and they must go in pairs 

 Monitor the VicEmergency website and CFA radio traffic 

 Ensure all students are collected by an adult after school (unless written parental consent is provided)  

In the event of bushfire in the immediate area, we want to reassure you that your children will be cared for and kept as 
safe as possible and, although it will be difficult, we ask that you resist driving straight to school to collect your child. In 
emergency conditions, you are likely to be anxious and possibly panicked, which can increase your own risk of having an 
accident on the way to school. This will only add to the distress on the day. Secondly, if the air is smokey, opening the 
Hall’s roller shutters for you to enter will compromise the air quality inside and make conditions even more 
uncomfortable for students and staff. 
We will keep you informed as the situation unfolds and advise you as soon as it is safe to come to school and pick up your 
children. Please be sure to check in with your child’s teacher and sign your child out before taking them as it is vital that 
we know that every student has been released into the care of an adult. 
Emergencies such as bushfire are made more difficult by being unprepared. Staff at The Patch School spend a great deal 
of time preparing for fire and other situations so please know that our students’ safety is paramount and we will do all 
we can to preserve that, regardless of what comes our way. 
Note that Deb has mentioned in this newsletter that the Department of Education & Training has recently announced 
that schools on the Bushfire At Risk Register in the ‘upper cohort’ will close on days of Extreme fire danger as well as 
Code Red days. This includes The Patch School. 
It is also important for your family to have a bushfire survival plan and that you: 

 Understand and practice your plan 

 Know what the trigger is to enact your plan 

 Let your extended family and friends know what you plan to do 

If your plan involves leaving the area on days of significant fire danger, remember that absence from school under these 
circumstances is acceptable and approved by the Principal. 
If you have any questions about how we manage bushfire risk or any other emergency, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the school. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  



 
 

 

Community Notices 
 
 

In Schools Music 

Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, French horn, Trombone, Tuba, Drums, Percussion, and Bass 
Guitar. New students. Enrolments to Andrew McAlister on 0408467147 or email 
ismusic@bigpond.com 
 
 

Music Tuition with Chris Walker 
Lessons in piano, guitar and bass guitar during school hours and after.  
Phone 0407 049 012 or email chrisw7@ymail.com 
 
 

Violin, Viola & Cello Lessons 
Lessons are available at school on Fridays with experienced strings teacher Jane Coleman. 
For further information call: 0431 290 396 or email: janeliz.coleman@gmail.com. Be quick as there are 
currently only a small number of places available for new pupils. 
 
 

Private Ukulele Lessons 
The Patch School students now have the opportunity to take private ukulele lessons. The Patch 
School parent, Jess Dunn, has had 5 years experience teaching ukulele to kids and adults and loves 
teaching at The Patch. The cost is $18 for a 20 minute individual lesson or $12 for a 20 minute group 
lesson (subject to suitable pairing). For more information, please call or email. 
0408 102 542 jessdunn.arts@gmail.com 
 

 

The Importance of Attendance 
Please remember that all students are expected to be in their classroom, 

ready to begin lessons by 8.50am. 

We understand that now and again things don’t go to plan but all families 

should aim for their children to be at school by this time. 

Parents should also remember that late arrivals or early leavers must be 

signed in or out by their parent or guardian using the system on the iPad at 

the office. The appropriate orange or red tag must also be given to the 

classroom teacher when collecting your child. 

The Department of Education & Training has very specific expectations 

about school attendance and we ask that all parents be mindful of the 

importance of prompt and regular attendance at school. 

Thank you. 

The Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. 
No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School for accuracy of information contained in 
advertisement or claims made by them. 
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